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Premiere of New Farce
Exploiting Dolly Sisters

Revives Flagging Season
By JULIA CHANDLER.

Mav-time in local theaters, as everywhere else, finds the current dramatic

year on the wane, the edge of summer being given over largely to experimenta-
tion on the part of producers preparatory to the opening of a new dramatic

year.
David Belasco has for years demonstrated the wisdom of a few weeks' pre-

sentation of new pieces in the late spring preliminary to their more permanent

offering in the late summer or early fall. The Shuberts too adhere to this habit,
with other producers admitting the advisability of the policy by its adoption,
the latest convert to the plan being A. H. Woods, who furnishes us the sole

novelty of the current week in a new farce by a new playwright which ls its

premiere performance on the stage of the Belasco Theater on Wednesday even-

ing of this week
The name of the piece is "His Bridal Night;" the author, Lawrence Rising,

a name new in the theater, while the featured members of the company engaged
by Mr. Woods are Roszika and Yansci Dolly, the twin sisters whose agile and

graceful dancing have won them a high place in vaudeville and spectacular
musical revues for numerous seasons past.

That these delightful terpsichorean artistes should come at last to starline

exploitation is quite in the nature of the theater, and but a repetition of history.
Managers are always on the qui vise for specialists whose ability would seem to

justify broader responsibilities than are assumed in a single vaudeville act,
whether presented in the variety theater or as part and parcel of the hodge-
podge bearing the more pretentious name of "revue." Sometimes their experi-
mentation uncovers a versatility of gifts on the part of the folk thus asked
worthy the enlargement of their artistic sphere.

More frequently the unwisdom of such a course has been demonstrated at
such financial cost as to cause the producer making the experiment to wish to

heaven he had let well enough alone. A notable example of this is the case of
Annette Kellerman, whose aquatic feats furnish ample interest for some twenty
minutes of a vaudeville program, but proved insufficient, without the support
of other talents, for a full evening's entertainment.

Eva Tanguay is another entertainer whom managers have unsuccessfully
endeavored to star in musical comedy. As a vaudeville headliner Miss Tanguay's
grotesque piffle succeeds in extracting the cash of a gullible public. But when
her appeal as a sartorial display and untiring contortionist is taxed beyond her
vaudeville tarn the answer is financial disaster to the producer who has believed
in her ability to hold an audience interested for a longer period, and in a vehicle
demanding anything of genuine vocal or histrionic ability.

There are numerous other instances that might be cited but these arc per-
haps the two most notable, and serve to point my comment concerning the
pleasure which the Dolly Sisters have heretofore given us in vaudeville and

a revue, and account for a very natural speculation as to the outcome of their
exploitation in a farce which is said to demand not onlyhheir skill and ability
as dancers but to require the services of finished farceuses as well.

Wile we await the irst performance of "His Bridal Night" we will have
am opportunity to see (tomorrow evening the annual dramatic stunt of the
Pennsylvania Varsity boys when the Mask and WVig Club will offer "Whoa
Phoebe' at the Belasco Theater, while "The Birth of a Nation" continues to
draw capacity audiences to the National; the Poli Players presenit "Faust;
Keith's promises ani enticing vaudeville bill, and other theaters furnish a list of
attractions ranging through vaudeville, burlesque, and motion pictures.

The passing of the current season is not without its note of pathos, for
two of the greatest actors of the contemporary stage are saying farewell to an

adoring public.
Concluding a career of splendid achievement E. H. Sothern bids good-by

to the stage in graceful and generous manner with his two weeks' appearance in
"If I Were King" at the Shtubert Theater, New York, for the benefit of the
Actor's Futnd. Mr. Sotherns's personal and professional life has been an inspir-
ation to ste folk with whom he has been associated in his work, as swell as to
his public, and his retirement svill leave a void difficult to fill.

The fine, familiar figure of Sir Johnsutog Forbes-Robertson passes from
our boards with the following characteristic farewell nmessage to thse American

apublic, written for the New York Times by the illustrious Englishman upon the
eve of his retirement:

"After forty years on the stage, I have said my farewell. Thirty years ago
I first came to America--with your beautiful and adored actress, Mary Ander-
son. I base since visited your hospitable country many times and am happy to

,Count among my closest friends many of your people. My wife, Gertrude Elliott,
who is not retiring from the stage, hut may, I hope, htase the honor of playitg
befor'e you again, was one' of your countrywomen. Why, then, should I not ftel
deeply indebted to America. when you have given me both encouragement in the
pursuit of ideals and aid of a practicil nature? It is with a feeling of real sad-
ness that today I leave your shores, never to return again as an actor, but I feel
that the time has come for me to step aside. The younger generation is knocking
at the door, and am happy to feel sympathy for these young men and women,
on both sides of the ocean, who stand on the threshold of theiritareers. Theirt
will be a great work, a great opportunity, for a new era of achievement is about
to dawn for the stage. Better plays, better acting, and better producing mark
the theater of today than at any time in the past.

"I am very happy to see a closer bond constantly growing between the
English-speaking races, and it is fitting that the theater should help to make
stronger this relationship. At the present time, when the Shakespeare Tercen-
tenary is in the minds of the public, we can the more rejcoc in our mutual owp-
ership of this greatest of all dramatists and poets. My message to the American
g3li is to believe in the beat, and to give couraggeMi to ablt wherever it
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is shown, but of this I feel certain,
for you possess that ready sym-
pathy .and appreciation which is as

delightful as it is perhaps rare. I
am proud to have given my life
to the stage, and the little I have
been able to contribute to its ad-
vancement gives me great happi-
ness to think of as I bid, farewell
forever to a calling that is both
great and noble.
"Though I shall never again ap-

pear before you as an actor, I
would rather say, not farewell, but
'Good-by and God bless you!'

"Johnston Forbes-Robertson,
"April 29, 1916."

THE CURRENT WEEK.
Belasco Tomsorrow---.Mask ad

WigK Club.
The twenty-eighth annual production

of the Mask asd Wig Club will take
place tomorrow night at the Belasco
Theater. The ltte of the show is
'Whoa, Phoebe"-Phoebe being a mule
of feminine persuasion. whose educa-
lion devolves on a man named
"Balsam.' Thin mule is pampered and
petted. Cong to: Its hoofs manicured,
and an aimont humanIzing element In-
fused Into its foure-legged personality.
This educated muile is stolen by the
menmhers of an itinerant circus and the
efforts to find the animal form the plot
of the play. The musical comedy is in
two acts: there are eighteen musical
numbers. three specialties and numerous
dances of asseunusta character.
For two months I'harles S. Morgan

has had charge of the rehearsals, as-
sisted hy Edward H. Rogers. Charles
Gilin has written twelve of the eight-
een musicai numbers and most of the
lyrics. Both the scenery and the cos-
tumes were especially desigoed by Ed-
mund M. Lavino.
The cast for 'Whon. Phoebe" is as

follows: Robert W. Boil., P. Rees
Dougherty, Paul J. FIeld, 0. C. Wages-
knight: Raymond D. Stevens, 1Edgar
O. Tyler, Robert F. McMurtrie. W. M.
Wright. Preston B. Hill. Clayton Mc-
Michari, K. C. Witherow and Henry S.
Hagert.

Blelasco Wednesday-"His Bridal

Maght."
With the presentatien of "His Bridal

Night-' at the Belasco Theater for an
engagement of four nights, beginning
Wednesday, A. H. Woods presents the
first of. his theatrical offerings for the
new season, and furnishes a new
vehicle for the Doily Sisters. Rossika
and Yanscl. -

"Hiis Bridal Night' with the Dolly
Sisters as the urjseed players, is a
new American farc by Lawrence Ris-
Isfg. The play is specially adapted to.
the ability of the two Dolly sisters as
wvell as their striking physieal re-
semsblane., So much atiks are these
tw, twsig. thaa tem ma.. s O.. wr
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Bridal Night" which involves.them In Dsituations of mixed identity is almost h
:oo true to life to be farcical. The play ti
will afford the two sisters not onlyin opportunity for the display of their
ability as comediennes and also for
their dancing.
The Dolly sisters will be supported

by Lucille Watson. Jessie Ralph, John
Westley, Frank Thomas, and Harry
Lilford.
National-"The Birth of a Nation."
That same meed of success which t'came to the D. W. Griffith spectacle. b,

"The Birth of a Nation" in New York. eChicago. Boston. Philadelphia. Pitts- c
burgh. St. Louis and other large cities i
has been the good fortune of the pro-
duction here. At each presentation in
the National Theater there has been e
a crowd sufficient to place standing It
room at a premium. i
So widespread has been the discus- T

sion of "The Birth of a Nation" that
it is hardly necessary to again out- l
line the story. Suffice it to say that
the spectacle deals with a big theme
in a big way. No such wonderful photo-
graphic conceptions have ever before p
been made for the screen. A more p
complete idea of the conflict- of armies d
on the field of battle could not be H
given, even were actual hostilities to
be photographed. The onlooker sees a p
battle as only those on the very front
line of fighting would see a conflict.
Then there is a wonderful realise-

lion of the South in ante-hellum days fwhen staves worked in the cotton
field, and were sold on the block. The
great liberator who gave to the help-
less the boon of freedom is seen in
his very human aspect as the com-.t
forter of the oppressed, and the tragedy L
that snuffs out such a life is most I
impressive. Indeed it would be dif-o
ficult to imagine a more effective andG
affecting scene than that showing the r
assassination of Abraham Lincoln inn
Ford's Theater. f
The great historical value of this t

picture Is shown by the- large number e
of school classes that have bees at-
tendIng the perforrmances in a body.
There is no better way of telling the r
Impressive story of the civil war ando
r~construction.n

Poll's---"aust." b

A dramatization of Goethe's "Faust"
will be presented by the Poll Players
this week.
With a notable seen ic investiture

and lise of electrical appliances to de- I
velop scenes both uncanny and beau-dtiful, the Poll production of Goethe's
poetic inspiration is promised to set
a new mark in the galaxy of perform-
aces by Ibis company.
The coming performances of "Faust"

are expec ted to he in the nature of a
tiumph for A. H. Van Bures, who
will essay the role of Mephisto. This. I
strange to say. was Mr. Van Buren's,first, love, apd he has approached the
coming production with unbounded en-
thusiasm. Mtaude Gilbert will be the
Marguerite, and Ben Taggart Dr.
Faust.
Goethe's "'Faust' was a celebrated E

old doctor who was consumed by an
insatiable thirst for knowledge, butr
though he lived a long life in the ac-e
quiremest of learning, his soul hunger f;
was not relieved and he desired to be lI
released from life which had grown 1
a burden to him. Mephisto, the fiend. 3
appears anid persuadee him to try life I
in a new shape.. The doctor -had only I
knows it in theory. Mepisto wouldaahow it to him in* practie and In all
te WImammaW @1 eth and -weam.
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r.Faust agrees and Mephisto endows
.mwith youth and beauty, and In

is guise he sees earth anew.

Keith's-Vsudeville.
Bert Kalmar and Jessie Brown will
-esent at Keith's this week their new
ectacular musical fantasy "Nursery
and," heralded as an elaborate scenic
oduction in which are introduced
veral of the familiar characters of
is Mother Goose stories.
The extra added attraction will be
Australian eccentric comedian. Al-
rtWheelan. returning after an ab-
nce of seven years. His presentation>mbines music, whistling, story tell-
g and mimicry. Another inclusion
ill be Marie Nordstrom, who will

resent a series of comic and tragic
ntraata called "Bits of Acting." Wil-
amMorris will have capable support
giving "Mrs. Temple's Telegram.'

he first appearance of Princess Jue
uong Tal. who will sing songs in five
'nguages; Foster Ball and Ford West

their character study "Since the
ys of 61;" the Moscogni Brothers as

The Dancing Follies;" Heras and
reston; the organ recitals, and the
athe pictorial, complete the bill. To'
aythe bill will offer Adelaide and
ughes: Mildred Macomber and com-

any in "Holiday's Dream;" Pat
ooney and Marion Bent: Harry Coop'
Allan Dinehart and company; Jim
adBetty Morgan; Macion Weeks;
artelli; and other regular and special
satures.

Pictures,
Geraldine Farrar wi be seen for
sethird time In motion0 pictures ai
oew's Columbia today in "Maria
osa," a Spanish photoplay founded
the drama of the same name by

udo Marburg and Wallace Gililpat-
ek.By her splendid work in "Car'
en'and "Temptation" Miss F'arrar

rmly established herself in the mo'
on picture world as one of the great'
atof film stars. In "Maria Rosa" her
ork is said to eclipoe her efforts in
ther of her own former plays. "Ma'
LaRosa" tells the absorbing story
fa young Spanish girl who is ad'
ired by two youths of the village.

hey are. aparently, the best of friends
utjealousy takes possession of one
them and the other Is falsely ac

used of crime and placed in prison.
ario is in love with the imprisoned

.dre, but upon being told that hi
idead she at last consents so marry
.amon, the jealous one. On the wed'
lg day. Andre returns gnd Maria
osaphearing a confession from Ha'
ion,turns and kills hinm. Maria Rosa
ndAndre are then happily re-united.
alace Reid plays the part of Andre
ndPedro do C7ordoba that of Ramon.
Thursday. Friday and Saturday. Sea'
asBayakawa, the Japanese actor, wil
seen In "Alien Souls," a photodrama

ritten especially for him by Bectoi
urbuil.

Gay~ety--Brlesque.
Billy Watson with his Beef Trust
urlesquers maltes his final appearane
tthe Gayety Theater this week. I.

sponse to many requests aloag thb
ircuit he 18 presenting during hi:
arewell tour his 'Krousemeyer's Al
cy"-'and 'The Lucky Girl," whichav
corns famed on the burlesque stage
Or,Watson is supported by Frani
ambar. Kathryn Pearl, Jean Leigh
an,Lew Reynolda, Billy Swan. Mar

'aret Newell, and Annette Walker
'I.chorus, from the pr'oportionss 0:
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is composed of twenty girls, each of
whom is well beyond the weight of 150
pounds.
An attractive program has been pre-

pared by Manager Jarboe for presen-
tation at the special performances to-
day in which the entire company of
the Rosey Posey Girls will partici-
pate. Among the epecialties are the
following: Dancing number by the
Sherlock Sisters; imitation of Lew
Kelly. Walter Pearson: trio from
"Faust," Marie Gates and chorus:'
"Memories' (song), Marie Gales and
Claire Evans-

Comos--Vaudewlile.
Howard Crane and company will pre-

sent the tablold dramoatic pilaylet, "The
Whip" an the headline attraction at the
Cosmos Theater this week. It deala with
the power s-f one person over another to
social life. Other acte will include
Kutings Aninals, a family of dogs,.
cats, birds and rabbits; Ric and Francis,
with an offering of songe and shatter;
Hudlin. Stein and PhIllips. a dancing ex-
hibition: Frank Daly. a ventriloquial of-
fering, and Dave Vanfield and company.
Besides the news pictures Antonio Mdo-
reno and Charles Kent will be the pic-
ture stare in the V'itagraph photo-'
production. "The Supreme Temptation,"
with a comedy film.
A new bill will be presented the last

half of the week.
Drdla's "Serenade." the "Meditatlon".

from "Thats," selections from Pan-
chiells 'l~a Gioconda," von Tilser's
"Where the Swanee River Flows."' se-i
lections from De Koven's "Robin Hood.
and a new foxtrot by Monaco wilt be'
some of the selections featured int the
orchestral program today. Several new
specities and other attractions will also
he presentedl.

Lyceem-Burlesque.
The burlesques and an olto com-

prise the attractions for this week's
performances at the Lyceum. "The
Girls Behind the Counter" Is the title
of the first burlesque and is a trav-
et y snevery day life in a department
strg! As detectives in search of shop'
lff~rs, Matt Koib and Harry Rogers
shoulder most of the comedy. hut are
assister by Evelyn Price. Hazei Grant.
and Kitty Warren and a chorus of
twenty girls.
The second burlesque has heen

named "The Isle of Nowhere" and sets
forth the adventures of two shipwreck-
ed sailors who are east ashore on the
mythical island of "Nowhere." Spe-
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Theatrical Baedeker.
Belasco Tomorrow night-

'he Mask and Wig Club of the
University of Pennsylvania in
their annual frolic, this year
bearing the title of "Whoa
Phoebe."

Belasco. beginning Wednes-
day-"His Bridal Night." Pre-
miere of a new farce by a new

writer featuring the Dolly Sin-
tern.

National-"The Birth of a

Nation."
Poli's -"Faust." with A. H.

Van Buren as Mephisto.
Keith's-Vaudeville.
Loew's Columbia-Paramount

Pictures.
Gayety and Lyceum Bur-

lesque.
Cosmos-Vaudeville.
Garden. Strand, Crandall's

and Hippodrome - Feature
Films.

silo, among which Is an expedtlen ofclasaic and Oriental dancea by Xlla.LaGrace. The runway, extending fromn
the stage, down into the audieance, w:ontinue to be a feature.

Casala-Featre FUma.
The photoplay prodution, 'TheDumb Girl of Portici' in which Anna

Pavlowa, the world-famous Russian
santeuse makes her first appearance
before the motion picture camera, has
been held over for another week's
thowinug at the Casino. "The Dumbh Girt
if Portict" is founded on the opera
"Mananlello" and pictures a conuntry
overburdened with taxatton imposed

by'licentious grand duke. As Na-
neila. the dumb girl. Mi. Paviowa is
afforded frequent opportunities to dis-
play her talents as a dancer. The cat
appearing in her support. besidaa her
ne-n Russian ballet, includes Rupert
lulian, Douglas G errard. Edna Miaison.
W'adnworth Harrie. Betty Schade. and
R'illiam Wolbert. The picture was di-
rected by Lois Weher and Phillips
smalley at the Uniseraal studios.

Garden--Featere Filma.
Billie Burke pictured in "Glorias

Romance" will constitute the headline
attraction at moores Garden Theater
today, tomorrow and Tuesdac. "Gioris
Romance" was especially written for
Miss Burke by Mr and Mrs Rupier
Hughes. The program on theee days
w-ill include the film production of A.
Hi. Woods '"Big Jim Garrity' in which
Robert Edecon posed in the'leading
rote.
On Wednesday and Thursday the

principal feature witll be "Lying Lips.'
a story of the stage, w hose main aces
deplcte a panic upon the New York
Stock Exchange. In this pitere the
leading rotlec are haeled by Winit~ed
Greenwonod. Franklin -Rt.e. Eugenie
Ford. Clarence Burton and ether Mu-
tual start' The auxiliary attraction
wilt be Frank Datiels in a comedy en-
titled "Mr leek's Artistic Sense." 0.
Friday and Saturday D. W. Griffith
wilt present Liltian Gish in "Sold for
Marriage. Bennetts Keystone somi-
ediana in "T'he Other Man" will form
the auxilfary attraction.

Straad-Featmee Filme.
At Moore's Strand Theater today, in-

morrow end Tueeday Mary Boland and
Frank Keensan wilt be pletture. In
Thomas lnes's 01sm play. "The g~g
Stone.' The auxiliary feare iltl be
Bennett's least cosmedy "3.eking me
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